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1.  I know an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly

This song has the added cognitive task of remembering the order of the animals in a similar way to the song “Had Gadya.” Preparing a series of pictures to help the students remember the order is helpful at the beginning stages of learning the song.

I know an Old Lady who swallowed a fly

I don’t know why she swallowed that fly

Perhaps she’ll die.

I know an old lady who swallowed a spider

That wiggled and jiggled and tickled inside her.

She swallowed the spider to catch the fly,

I don’t know why she swallowed that fly

Perhaps she’ll die.

· bird - how absurd

· cat - imagine that

· dog - what a hog

· goat - she opened her throat

· cow - I don’t know how

horse - she died of course.

· 2. The Babysitter Song
This song has been very successful because it relates so well to an experience that most of the students have had. I find it helpful to begin teaching the song by introducing the English verb: to whine. We practice whining voices and then I teach the students the chorus. I am always amazed at how quickly they learn the verses - usually after two or three repetitions.

If it’s fun for you then it’s fun for me,

If it’s good enough for you then it’s good enough for me.

I want to go out with the whole family

And I don’t want to stay home alone!

CHORUS:
I don’t want to stay with a baby-sitter(3x)

No! I don’t want to stay home alone

I want to go out, I want to have fun, 

I want to go out with everyone,

And I won’t come home until the whole night is done

And I don’t want to stay home alone

I don’t know where you’re going but it must be great

Or you wouldn’t be worried when you think you’re late

I just can’t wait till I get grown

And I won’t have to stay home alone

3. The More We Get Together
This song is an easy one to do harmony with. The teaching tape includes harmonization on it. It is a simple song to learn and is usually accompanied by body movements. The children put their arms around each other’s shoulders and sway until the phrase “For your friends are my friends...” when they point to themselves and others in the circle/line/group. This song also lends itself to the writing of many other verses by the students themselves.

The more we get together

Together, together

The more we get together

The happier we’ll be

For your friends are my friends

And my friends are your friends

The more we get together the happier we’ll be

Variations:

· The more we sing together etc.

There’s name and name etc.

4. Oh I Had a Rooster
The interesting thing about this song, which practices animal names, is that animals speak differently in different countries. I usually start out teaching this song by relating how dogs that make aliyah from The United States need to learn how to say “hav hav” rather than “bow wow.” The rooster sound in English is a doozy for obvious reasons but given the proper introduction, the students seem to get over it. 

The animal sounds here are meant to be done as if there were 40 animals, all making lots of noise at once - except for the rooster who sings in unison with his fellow roosters. I usually end with a verse about a lion who is fed very carefully rather than ‘neath the greenwood tree in the spirit of saving the loudest for the last.

Oh I had a rooster and the rooster pleased me.

I fed my rooster ‘neath the greenwood tree

And my old rooster went:

Cock a doodle doo, dee doodle, dee doodle, dee doodle dee do.

(other animals and sounds)

5. Down by the Bay
This is a great song for practicing rhyming and since  language skills in elementary school may not be too well developed, the fact the the rhymes need to be silly is an added bonus because anything will work. After each rhyme, I have the students shout :No!

Down by the bay where the watermelons grow

Back to my home I dare not go

For if I do my mother will say

Did you ever see a goose kissing a moose? Down by the bay.

· Did you ever see a whale with a polka dot tail?

· Did you ever see a fly wearing a tie?

· Did you ever see a bear combing his hair?

· Did you ever see llamas wearing their pajamas?

· Did you ever have a time when you couldn’t make a rhyme?

· This doggone song’s gone on too long

6. This Old Man
A great song for both rhyming and number practice which has a very nice TPR component. During the chorus, the students do the following:

With a knick knack (bang both open hands twice on the desk or knees)

Paddywhack (clap twice)

Give a dog a bone (roll both hands in front of you ending with the word bone with one hand extended)

This old man (don’t move!)

Came rolling home (roll hands in the opposite direction ending with a slap on the knees or desk)

This old man, he played one,

He played knick knack on my thumb,

With a knick knack paddywhack,

Give a dog a bone,

This old man came rolling home.

· 2 - on my shoe

· 3 - on my tree

· 4 - on my door

· 5 - on my hive

· 6 - on my sticks

· 7 - up in heaven

· 8 - on my gate

· 9 - on my line

· 10 - once again

7. Sing a Long Song
This song is really included as one where using a song as an impetus for writing is the main goal. Once the song itself is learned, the students see it on the blackboard and analyze its rhyming scheme. They are then asked, in groups, to write their own verses with the original song serving as the full group chorus. I have used this for special days and topics with great success.

Sing a long song, come sing along

Sing a long song with me

It’ll make you smile if you sing for a while

Just sing a long song with me 

Students make up new verses to the same tune of this chorus.

8. Five Little Monkeys
This is sort of a nursery school classic that seems to work well for elementary school classes here. The hand motions are as follows:

There were 5 little monkeys (hold up one hand with five fingers pointing up)

Jumping on the bed (make your hand go up and down)

One fell down and bumped his head (slap yourself on the head and sort of look a little staggered)

His mother called the doctor and the doctor said (dialing motions as if making a phone call - then                 put the phone to your ear)

No more monkeys jumping on the bed! (shake your finger as if admonishing someone)

Obviously, for the next verse, hold up 4, then 3 fingers etc.

There were 5 little monkeys jumping on the bed

One fell down and bumped his head

His mother called the doctor and the doctor said

No more monkeys jumping on the bed!

· There were 4.....

9. We’re Going to the Zoo

This is another great animal song. I teach the chorus first, telling the students that they really only need to know how to say: zoo, zoo, zoo, you, you, you, and too, too, too, in order to participate in the song. The students then pick which animals they want to sing about. I sometimes use this song as a sort of greeting song, using the names of the students in the class to catch their interest.

Daddy’s taking us to the zoo tomorrow

Zoo tomorrow (2x)

Daddy’s taking us to the zoo tomorrow

We can stay all day.

CHORUS:

Because we’re going to the zoo, zoo, zoo,

How about you, you, you?

You can come too, too, too,

We’re going to the zoo, zoo, zoo, 

We’re going to the zoo, zoo. zoo,

How about you, you, you?

You can come too, too, too,

We’re going to the zoo.

Look at all the lions eating up Uri

Eating up Uri (2x)

Look at all the lions eating up Uri

We could stay all day.

· See the elephant with his long trunk swaying

· Seals in the pool all honk honk honking

10. Boa Constrictor

This is an  easy song because it is a repeat song. Some teachers find this song more than slightly nauseating but I can assure you that the average 4th grader finds it a stitch. Make sure that the sounds at the end are really disgusting.

I’m being eaten by a boa constrictor

A boa constrictor, a boa constrictor

I’m being eaten by a boa constrictor,

And I don’t like it one bit!

Oh no - he ate my toe

Oh gee - he’s at my knee

Oh fie - he’s licking my thigh

Oh fiddle - he’s at my middle

Oh heck - he ate my neck

Oh dread - dnkejroy89g0....

11. Grandpa’s Farm
This is another animal song whose tune gets under your skin. I am not sure why classes consistently choose it as their favorite but I know I have found myself humming it. I characterize the animals here as more British than American. They sing in quite the orderly fashion unlike song #4. The teacher or leader comes up with the animal of choice for each verse and the next line is repeated by the students. 

CHORUS:

1,2,3 oh....

We’re on our way (2x)

On our way to grandpa’s farm

We’re on our way (2x)

On our way to grandpa’s farm

Down on Grandpa’s farm there is a big brown cow (2x)

The cow, she makes a sounds like this...moooo (2x)

Chorus

· little red hen

· a little white sheep

· big black dog

· big brown horse

12. I am a Pizza
This song is a gem for teaching food items and who doesn’t like pizza? It is a repeating song although the last two lines of every verse must be taught  because they are sung in unison. I usually teach each verse separately, introducing the last one with the warning that the song will now be taking an extremely sad turn.

I am a pizza....(2x)

With extra cheese....(2x)

Round tomatoes....(2x)

Saucy squeeze....(2x)

Onions and mushrooms....(2x)

Oregano....(2x)

I am a pizza, ready to go!

I am a pizza...(2x)

Ordered by phone...(2x)

Please take me...(2x)

Take me home...(2x)

I am a pizza...(2x)

Peppers on top...(2x)

Out of the oven, into the box

I am a pizza...(2x)

Into the car...(2x)

Upside down...(2x)

And driving far...(2x)

I was a pizza...(2x)

I was the best...(2x)

I was a pizza, now I’m a mess.

13. The Ants Go Marching
This song is very similar to “This Old Man” but is popular in its own right. I introduce the song by asking the students if they have ever seen lines of ants marching around outside and tell them that if they put their heads down close the the ants, they will hear them singing this song. I practice the hurrahs with them, asking them to punch the air as they shout this word - all part of raising ant morale. I also ask them to sing the line: And they all go marching down, to the ground, to get out of the rain, very quietly, ending  with loud boom booms where they stamp their feet.

The ants go marching one by one, Hurrah! Hurrah! (2x)

The ants go marching one by one, the little one stops to suck his thumb

And they all go marching down, to the ground, to get out of the rain, Boom, Boom, Boom!

· 2 - tie his shoe

· 3 - climb a tree

· 4 - shut the door

· 5 - touch a hive

· 6 - pick up sticks

· 7 - look up to heaven

· 8 - close the gate

· 9 - step out of line

· 10 - and they all start again

14. She’ll be Comin’ Round the Mountain

This song is believed to have been written during the late 1800s. The song was based on an old Negro spiritual titled "When the Chariot Comes", which is sung to the same melody. During the 19th century it spread through Appalachia where the lyrics were changed into their current form. The song was later sung by railroad work gangs in the Midwestern United States in the 1890s. The song's style is reminiscent of the call and response structure of many folk songs of the time, where one person would shout the first line and others repeat I have added the added cognitive task of remembering the order backwards with the appropriate hand motions and words which are as follows:

Toot Toot - pull down the train whistle cord

Whoa back - use both hands as if you were pulling back on a horse’s reins

Hi Babe! - take one hand and make a sweeping western greeting movement

Yum Yum - rub your stomach

Chop Chop - pantomime chopping off the roosters neck

Scratch scratch - well, scratch!

Snore snore - actually, these are snorts. I just wrote the word snore because I didn’t know how to write that shnurggling sound.

She’ll be comin’ round the mountain when she comes (toot, toot)

(2x)

She’ll be comin’ round the mountain (2x)

She’ll be comin’ round the mountain when she comes (toot, toot)

She’ll be drivin’ six white horses....(whoa back)

Oh we’ll all go out to meet her (hi babe!)

Oh we’ll all eat chicken and dumplings (yum, yum)

Oh we’ll kill the old red rooster (chop, chop)

Oh we’ll all wear red pajamas (scratch, scratch)

Oh we’ll have to sleep with grandma (snore, snore)

15. On Top of Spaghetti
This song actually does call for the students to have the words in front of them. I usually use it in the fifth or sixth grade when we can also look at the rhymes and talk about the quirks of English spelling. Those of you familiar with the song may note that I have made it kosher.

On top of spaghetti, with an order of peas

I lost my poor meatball when somebody sneezed.

It rolled off the table and on to the floor

And then my poor meatball rolled out of the door

It rolled in the garden and under a bush

And then my poor meatball was nothing but mush.

The mush was as tasty as tasty could be

And early next summer it grew to a tree.

The tree was all covered with beautiful moss

It grew great big meatballs and tomato sauce.

So if you eat spaghetti with an order of peas

Hold on to your meatball and don't ever sneeze.

16. And The Green Grass Grew

This song is a great repeat song with a memory task that can be aided either with hand movements or pictures.

There was a hole

The cutest little hole

The sweetest little hole

That you ever did see.

Hole in the ground and the green grass grew all around, all around.

And the green grass grew all around.

Now in that hole,

There was a little tree,

The cutest little tree,

That you ever did see,

Tree in a hole and a hole in the ground and,

The green grass grew all around all around

And the green grass grew all around.

· On that tree- a pretty little limb

· On that limb - a leaf - a nest- a bird- a flea - a dinosaur!

